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Head Lines
This week our Year 11 students have been exemplary in the way they have approached their

PPEs. Well done to all of you! The time and effort spent with revision and focus in the exams

is very important preparation for the summer.

On Thursday some of our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh students had the privilege of meeting

HRH Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex. The event centred around the game of real or royal

tennis and was hosted by the staff at Merton College tennis club. The prince is actively

encouraging young people to play this sport and adding it to the long list of sports played by

members of the DofE scheme. You can read more about this in the bulletin.

This weekend we have some of our Year 12 and 3 students away on retreat to Kintbury. This

is a special time where students can take time out of their ordinary busy lives and focus on

their journey of faith. The retreat programme follows the themes of Welcome, Awareness,

Reconciliation and Good News. I am hoping to join them for Mass on Sunday and see how

they are getting on.

Last evening myself and Mr Reidy, along with a few students attended an open evening at St

JosephôsPrimary school in Headington. We spoke with a few parents about St Gregoryôs

and what our school has to offer. Thank you to Mrs. Tomkys and the staff at St. Josephôsfor

making us feel so welcome. If there are any parents of prospective students who wish to visit

St Gregoryôsthen you would be most welcome. Please phone the main reception for an

appointment.

Mr. S. Tucker (Acting Head of School)

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday 29th Nov 6pm - 8pm 
Parents, Carers and year 11 students are warmly

invited to our Sixth Form Open Evening on

Thursday 29th November, 6pm - 8pm Please come

along to discover what St Gregoryôshas to offer.

There are a range of subjects and courses to

choose from and staff will be able to answer any

questions about subject choices and life in the

Sixth Form.
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Tutor time prayer this week
This weekôsprayer theme is about being prepared. In this SundayôsGospel we hear how

Jesus said to his disciples: óInthose days, after the time of distress, the sun will be darkened,

the moon will lose its brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven and the powers in

the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with

great power and glory; then too he will send the angels to gather his chosen from the four

winds, from the ends of the world to the ends of heaven.

óTakethe fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow supple and its leaves come out,

you know that summer is near. So with you when you see these things happening: know that

he is near, at the very gates. I tell you solemnly, before this generation has passed away all

these things will have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not

pass away.

óButas for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; no

one but the Father.ô

In our Gospel story Jesus is telling his disciples about the end of the world. The sun and

moon will become dim, stars will fall from the sky and Jesus will be seen in the clouds, angels

will come to gather people to heaven. He uses the example of the fig tree: óyouknow it is

nearly summer time when a fig treeôstwigs are supple and its leaves come outô,in the same

way you will know it is the end of time when you see these signs. Jesus tells us that no one

knows but God when this will take place. There are many stories in scripture that tell us to be

ready for this time, we wonôtknow when it will come but if we do not pay attention we may

not be ready. We are approaching the time of advent in a couple of weeks, a season in the

churches calendar where we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Christ at

Christmas. We used our tutor prayer time this week as a way of preparing ourselves for

Jesusôscoming.
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Duke of Edinburgh
On Thursday, four DofE Bronze Award students attended Merton College Real Tennis Club

to enjoy a final masterclass and to meet HRH The Earl of Wessex, Prince Edward. Lily

Oates, Sebastian Hernandez, Abdul Seeni Nilourbardeen and IsobelleCansell have enjoyed

lessons for the past two weeks in one of Oxford oldest colleges to prepare for the royal visit.

Real Tennis bears little resemblance to the modern day equivalent, with the rules being

complex and the room resembling that of a medieval street. It is one of the oldest sports and

is known as the sport of kings. Anne Boleyn was actually watching a game whilst arrested

and Henry VIII was reputedly playing whilst her execution took place!

All had a fantastic day and we all enjoyed meeting Prince Edward immensely. We will be

returning to play again at the court very soon!
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Calling all Badminton players
In the next 2 weeks we have the City School Games 

Badminton competitions coming up involving Years 7, 

8 and 9.

On Monday 19th November at lunchtime there will be 

a training session for the Girls - with the competition 

taking place on Tuesday 20th November at Cheney 

School.

On Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd November there 

will be training sessions for the Boys - with the 

competition taking place on Tuesday 27th November 

at Cheney School.

If you have any questions or are interested in playing 

please see Mr Hoskin.

Science revision for Year 10 PPEs:
Year 10 students have had revision work on Doddle assigned to them. This should be 

completed in addition to using revision guides and other (online) revision resources to 

prepare students for their exams in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Revision guides are available from the Science prep rooms for £4 each (RRP £7.25).

Students are reminded that knowledge about the required practicals is needed for the 

exams, this includes being able to write methods and to analyse experimental data. Videos 

of most required practicals can be found on youtube to help with revision.

Breakfast Club 
This is available for Year 11 students in the 

Dining Hall from 8am  to 8. 45am daily.

Year 10 are welcome for the next two weeks 

until they have finished their PPEs
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Visitors from Collège Pierre Dubois, France.
From 13th -15th November, St Gregory the Great School welcomed 27 year 9 and 10 

pupils (and their two teachers) from Collège Pierre Dubois, in Laval, Brittany, France.

They were buddied with our students, who really did the school proud in looking after 

their visitors. They engaged in team-building activities and the French students were able 

to gain first-hand experience of being in an English school, as they went to several 

lessons with their buddies and were with them at break time.

Our students were able to practise their French and the emotional ñgoodbyesò at the end 

of the French visitorôs stay, showed how well they had bonded and appreciated each 

otherôs cultures. Many of them exchanged social media details and plan to keep in touch.

A huge ñwell doneò to the following pupils, who acted as buddies to the French students:

Isobel BUTLER, Mary VALLE, Ethan BARRESI, Wiktoria KURZYNA, Jamal ELAGAB, 

Gabriel ESBER, Hashem RUBADIRI, Hugo CARREIRA, Joshua KINGE, Benjie 

MUGAVU, Cillian PHILIPPS, Catarini LAY, Jasmine MALICAY, Lily PEACH, Genna

Canacu, Aman BOKHARI, Sohaib FAROOQ, Rami HAMAD,      Yusuf ISLAM, Samir 

LIMBU, Alan RENNY, Juliano BORGES PORTO RUI, Besnik DAUTI, Kauan PASSOS, 

John HERCULANO and Diva MORREIRA.

And a big thank-you to all the teachers who had them in their lessons and even prepared 

activities for the French students to do.
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Chaplaincy News

Retreats 2018 / 2019

Y7 Carmel House Tutor Mass. Miss Manns and her Year 7 students celebrated their Tutor 

Group Mass in the chapel on Thursday. Students from 7CJEM prepared the readings and 

bidding prayers. A huge thank you to this tutor group for their prayerful reverence in this 

beautiful Mass. 

Year 7DATA ïTutor Mass  lesson 3 - Thursday 22nd November

Year 7FDO ïTutor Mass  lesson 3 - Thursday 29th November

Sixth form Residential Retreat to St Cassian's Centre Kintbury 15th - 18th November

Letters can be picked up from the Chaplaincy Notice board in the sixth form area.

Letters will come out in due course for the:

Year 11 St Cassianôs Centre Kintbury residential retreat 17th - 20th January 2019

Year 10 St Cassianôs Centre Kintbury residential retreat 11th - 14th March 2019

Year 9 Soli House and Alton Towers residential retreat 8th - 10th May 2019

Sixth Form 9 day Taize (France) residential retreat 6th - 15th July 2019
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Year 7 Christmas Quiz
This year, my Year 7 team and I are running a Christmas quiz for the students and their

families on Friday 14th December. This is a great opportunity for parents, students and staff

to gather as one community and to get in to the Christmas spirit. More details to follow, but

please save the date!!! Mr Reidy

PTA meeting and AGM

Tuesday 27th November at 7pm

Please come to the Primary school staff room for the 

AGM and brief discussion on fundraising ideas for 

the school. Everyoneôs welcome!

The Fallen remembered
On Monday we had a ceremony to observe the two minute silence. Students had prepared 

special poppies for the crucifix that was placed in the centre of the rotunda. We lit 10 

candles to mark the 10 decades since the Armistice.


