What’s the difference between a Catholic School and any other?
Welcome – the open heart
To be Catholic is to be welcoming – to those of faith, to
those of different faiths, to those of no faith or mixed faith
with doubt, to those on quests for meaning.
Christ welcomed difference. One of his greatest stories,
‘the Good Samaritan’, is – among other things – a subtle
attack on social and religious intolerance and racism.
In a world often intent on division and conflict, a Catholic
school must seek to uphold the highest standards of
openness and warmth, to be an example of a community
that genuinely welcomes everyone.

Hope and positivity
When people lose heart, we know the often destructive
consequences: addiction to drugs; the inability to form real
relationships; despair; a sense of purposefulness or fear.
Education in a Catholic context is a journey that opposes this,
a journey towards meaning. In this respect it is something the
great faiths share.
In our lives we find meaning through our beliefs,
relationships, the things we love, and in service to others. A
Catholic school recognizes and cherishes all the good things
of life, at the same time as it opposes cynicism, despair, and
meaninglessness.
It wants to train young people for life in a way that recognizes and values all that is good in the
world, in a way that discerns the difference between good and evil – and so sets young people on a
course towards good lives.

A Community of friendship
At the heart of the Catholic faith is the virtue of Love: ‘A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another’ (John 13: 34)
How we behave towards others really matters. We believe that the true ethical life is centred on
the quality of our relationships with others – at school, in our families, and in the wider
community. A Catholic school believes and highlights this openly and frankly.
A Catholic school aims to be a community of love that helps students towards good friendships
and understanding of what friendship is.

The idea of learning
Within this context - of welcome, hope and a community of
friendship – the heart of what we do is learning and
teaching. Now, there is no special Catholic Chemistry,
Maths, or English! Chemistry is Chemistry; Maths is Maths.
But what a Catholic school recognizes is that learning is a gift
from God that enhances our humanity.
Humankind is made in God’s image. That means that reason
and human intellect are wonderful gifts given to us by God,
and that all the knowledge and training of the mind that
comes through education can be recognized as a human
good.
In light of this, we want to train children in the love and
enjoyment of learning and how it can open up our lives.

The specialness of each child
Common humanity and reason tell us the specialness of
each child. Religious faith adds to that by telling us of a
personalized universe of God who loves us dearly, better
even than the best earthly parent.
We are all made in the “image and likeness of God” and
so deserve, and should receive, equal love, justice,
respect and opportunities for growth and fulfilment.
This is the difference school should make in our view of
the child. All of us adults are ‘children of God’. But
children who are actually children need as much
emotional and intellectual nurturing as we are able to
give them. Each child is uniquely made and loved by
God, uniquely special.
Catholic education seeks to bring out that specialness,
and set all children on paths to ethical, loving and
meaningful lives.

The heart of the Community
St Gregory the Great’s school community is larger than
the school gates. It doesn’t stop there. Parents and
guardians are partners with teachers in the education
of children.
The ideals and attitudes sketched out above must
reach out to all. But let’s be realistic. We all know the
wear and tear of life.
Often we have sufferings to endure. Amidst this, we
look to faith, hope and love. As a Catholic school, we
aim to join together – teachers, parents, guardians, all
– to help our children grow and develop.

